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 Layout Option 1 – Clouds and Shadows 

 

This is one option I really like. In this layout, the interplay of dark and light grey in the background brings 

alive the theme of dusk falling. The blocks are simply joined together and a thin 1.5” dark grey border 

and binding frames the blocks, making it up to a comfortable 75” square size. 

Here is how the Rainbow Quilt will look, in the same layout… the blue peeping out from the clouds. 
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So now to the fabric requirement for these blocks! This will depend on the method you use to set the 

circles in the blocks. 

There are several ways, like I have been telling you, of setting the 15” pieced circles in the 18” 

background squares, each with a different fabric requirement. As I calculate, there are 4 centre blocks 

set in bright coloured fabric. The remaining 12 are half and half.  I am presuming the border and binding 

will be in the darker coloured fabric. In case you decide to use different fabric, the calculations for that 

are also included in the charts. 
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Appliqueing the circles to the squares  
You may choose to piece the whole circle and appliqué it to a background square. The fabric 

requirement for the background, borders and binding is given in this chart. 

 

The poplin that one uses for solids here in India is about 35”-36” ; after removing selvedges, the usable 

width is just about 34”, which is what I have used for the calculations. The fabric  is available in metres, 

hence the metrage… Another column gives the requirement in yards for regular 42”-44” width. 

- If using 42” width dark fabric, it is suggested you cut a panel 18” x 80” for the borders and binding, 

before you start cutting the fabric for the background squares. Cut four strips each of 2” and 2.5” 

from this panel. 

- If using the smaller width fabric, first cut the two 21” squares and eight rectangles 10”x 19.5” along 

the length and then assess how much width is left over. You may need to cut strips along the width 

of fabric too – remember, you require a total of about 2”x300”  for the borders and 2.5”x 320” for 

the binding.  

 

 
 

 For 34”-36” width 
fabric ( in metres) 

42” width fabric  
(in yards) 

Cutting 
Instructions 

Bright fabric #1 Background  3.75 metres  3 yards Cut 2 squares 21” 
Cut 4 squares 19.5” 
Cut 8 rectangles 
19.5” x10” 
 
 

Dark fabric #2 Background 4.25 metres 
(includes border/ 
binding) 

3 yards (includes 
border/ binding) 

Cut 2 squares 21” 
Cut 8 rectangles 
19.5” x10” 
 

If using different 
fabric 

Border 1.5” 
wide finished 

50 cms 
( 9 strips 2” from 
WOF ) 

½ yard  
(8 strips from 
WOF) 

Two  strips  
2” x 73” 
Two strips 
 2” x  76” 

If using different 
fabric 

Binding 2.5” 
(calculations 
for double 
binding) 

75 cms  
(10 strips 2.5” from 
WOF) 

5/8 yard (Cut 8 
strips from WOF) 

Total 2.5” x 320” 
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Preparing the background squares for applique: 

For the 4 centre blocks: Use the 19.5” square from the bright fabric 

For the 4 corner blocks: Use the two 21” squares from each of the two fabrics to make HSTs and 

trim them to 19.5”. 

For the 8 remaining blocks : Pair one rectangle 19.5” x 10” from each of the fabrics to make a square 

19.5” x 19.5”. Make 8 such squares. 

Piecing the background to the circle 
The block patterns published so far have each included templates and instructions for the  background.  

There are basically three templates used for the background. These can be downloaded from either the 

respective block pattern. 

 

In the Dahlia and Card trick blocks, the circle is pieced into halves and joined to 2 of Template C sewn 

together. In the Sapphire Block, I suggested you join Templates A and B to 1/8 circle wedges. 

Here are the fabric requirements (for the whole quilt ) and cutting instructions if you will be piecing the 

blocks. 
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This is how I suggest you cut the fabric.( I used quiltassistant free software for this).  

 

 
 

  34”-36” width 
fabric ( in metres) 

42” width fabric  
(in yards) 

Cutting 
Instructions 

Bright fabric #1 Background  2. 5 metres  2.25 yards Cut 4 TemplateA 
Cut 4 TemplateB 
Cut 36 TemplateC 
 

Dark fabric #2 Background 3  metres 
(includes border/ 
binding) 

3 yards (includes 
border/ binding) 

Cut 4 TemplateA 
Cut 4 TemplateB 
Cut 20 Template C 
 

If using different 
fabric 

Border 1.5” 
wide finished 

50 cms 
( 9 strips 2” if 
cutting  from WOF ) 

½ yard  
(8 strips 2” if 
cutting from WOF) 

Two  strips  
2” x 73” 
Two strips 
 2” x  76” 

If using different 
fabric 

Binding 2.5” 
(calculations 
for double 
binding) 

75 cms  
(10 strips 2.5” from 
if cutting from WOF) 

5/8 yard (Cut 8 
strips 2.5”  if 
cutting from WOF) 

Total 2.5” x 320” 
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For best use of fabric, I have suggested you cut the binding and border strips from the length of fabric if 

using the 42”-44” width and from the width of fabric if using the shorter width.  

 

 


